
Dear AND Colleagues and Friends: 

From the editorial board of Washington Post: Trump is spreading false hope for a virus cure — 
and that’s not the only damage. 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/global-opinions/trump-is-spreading-false-hope-for-a-
virus-cure--and-thats-not-the-only-damage/2020/03/25/587b26d8-6ec3-11ea-b148-e4ce3fbd85b5
_story.html;  A man thought aquarium cleaner with the same name as the anti-viral drug 
chloroquine would prevent coronavirus. It killed him. 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2020/03/24/coronavirus-chloroquine-poisoning-death/. 
To add insult to injury, not surprisingly, the Trump team failed to follow NSC’s pandemic 
playbook. 
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/03/25/trump-coronavirus-national-security-council-149285
. And has innumerable vacancies in addition to incompetent leadership in the executive branch. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/26/us/politics/coronavirus-expertise-trump.html?action=click&mod
ule=Spotlight&pgtype=Homepage 

A symptom of the above challenges:  The daughter of one of my hospitalized Covid patients just 
called me and told me that many at the mother’s housing complex are coming down with 
the same symptoms. The mother's hospitalist told the daughter to tell me that I would know what 
to do with that information. There is no tracking like in S. Korea – so nothing to be done.  

My efforts to move Republican governors to early on support shelter in place didn’t work. 
Florida and Texas are rapidly emerging as new potential epicenters. I continue to organize in 
swing states and continue to organize roundtables for incumbent members of Congress. All 
suggestions welcome.  

As some of you know, I do a lot of health care work in Israel/Palestinian territories 
(www.healingdivides.org). In part, this engagement started when I was in the region for 4 
months in 1996 and I saw patients as an internist in Bidu near Ramallah. Today, the first person 
to die in the West Bank from Covid was from Bidu. Amazingly, one of our grantees is working 
with the Palestinian Ministry of Health to do community education on the virus.  

Importantly, NYT rapidly moved from misinformation 
(https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/20/opinion/coronavirus-pandemic-social-distancing.html )  
to just two days later a March24 editorial, shelter in place. 
 https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/24/opinion/coronavirus-trump-lockdown.html/. It seems like 
eons ago when I sent out the following advice: #StaytheFuckHome.  Pls stay healthy.  

Lets end with some good news. My retired physician colleague who was on a respirator for 
Covid has just been extubated!! 

Norbert 
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