
 

Dear AND Colleagues and Friends:  

March 17, 2020 

I and all practicing health care professionals are learning the meaning of the term “front-line”. 

Three items and all of you can act on these points from your own experiences with brief Letters 

to the Editor, calls to your representative, White House switchboard, FB posts (consider Ask 

Nurses and Doctors).  

a. Many health professionals will have stories such as mine and many will be more intense. 

Yesterday was a day to remember. Though late in the game, the staff at our practice (I am 

an internist) and senior management at the hospital system (the practice is owned by a 

hospital system) came together and, within 2 hrs (!!), completely changed the way our 

practice operated. A completely gowned person with security (we always have security - 

I've had a gun pulled on me years ago) in back of her was questioning each and every 

person as to why they were coming in. Most of my visits were done by phone. No one 

with flu symptoms was allowed in the door. I had one HIV patient who had a runny nose. 

I took off all my clothes when I got home and put them in the wash. A day unlike any 

other. Too late; but better later than never. eternally optimistic but I deal with reality.  

b. Covid-19 will have disproportionate impact on rural health care facilities and 

professionals. As some of you come from rural Congressional districts (and the race for 

the Presidency will be in part won by peeling off a few rural voters who last voted for 

Trump) See this excellent report from the Pew Memorial Trust 

https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/blogs/stateline/2020/03/17/coronavirus-

threatens-strained-rural-health-care-system?utm_campaign=2020-03-

17+SD&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Pew 

c. And finally, political leadership or the lack thereof. The attached article highlights the 

truth telling challenges of the political (not health care e.g. Fauci) part of the executive 

branch. Putting in differently, we can be thankful that the news media outpolls the 

executive branch when it comes trust in the information. Despite this 37% of Americans 

and 85% of Republicans still believe in what comes out of the political side of the 

executive branch of the U.S. government. This issue of The Economist has a good article 

on the politics of pandemics.  

https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2020/03/17/new-poll-shows-trumps-magical-

lying-powers-are-failing-him/ 

https://www.economist.com/leaders/2020/03/12/the-politics-of-pandemics 

https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/blogs/stateline/2020/03/17/coronavirus-threatens-strained-rural-health-care-system?utm_campaign=2020-03-17+SD&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Pew
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As always comments/ suggestions are welcome.   


