
 
January 21, 2021:  
Many COVID patients, Vaccine Works, Political Supreme Court  

I have many new COVID positive patients every day; yet case rates are declining. But the truly 
good news is protection against omicron-related hospitalization was nearly 90 percent four 
months after a booster. Unvaccinated adults age 65 or older who contracted the coronavirus were 
49 times more likely to require hospitalization than seniors who had received booster vaccine 
doses, according to new data from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Meanwhile, 
unvaccinated people between 50 and 64 years old were 44 times more likely to need 
hospitalization compared with their boosted counterparts. U.S. hospitalization levels are stable, 
averaging 157,000 per day.  COVID-19 related hospitalizations in MA are stable at 3,150 per 
day. My hospital COVID census is currently about 250 with 25 in the ICU.  

There has been a blizzard of CDC guidance. It boils down to exposure vs covid positive and 
revolves around the distinction between isolation and quarantine together with whether or not 
one is vaccinated. It is somewhat lengthy, nicely laid out and worth looking at this website.  If 
you are truly worried about exposing a high-risk person to COVID best to just repeat the test if 
the home test is negative. Nice article on safely re-using N-95 or KN-95.  

While top doctors at six of metro Atlanta’s largest hospital groups made extraordinary pleas on 
Thursday for Georgians to get vaccinated, without simultaneous political support from both sides 
of the political aisle I am dubious as to its impact. In contrast I believe that health professional 
societies should work with willing R & D politicians to make a media ad blitz with R&D health 
professionals – doctors, nurses, pharmacists   

I’ve always felt that our legal system is basically an instrument of political preferences. Same for 
the fate of Biden employer vaccine mandate. The sad part about today’s Federal court decision 
on government employees and the recent Supreme Court decision which had no firm legal basis 
is the deaths of thousands of people. The GOP continues to endanger people’s lives including 
placing health officials on leave for encouraging vaccination. In contrast, unvaccinated Italians 
are basically locked out of public life.  
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For the last two decades, incomes in poorer countries were catching up to rich countries. The 
pandemic economy of the 2020s may reverse the trend, the World Bank warns in a new report, 
Axios' Neil Irwin writes. Falling inequality between countries has been a positive trend of the 
21st century. If it reverses, it implies more human suffering and geopolitical instability. 

What to do? Liberals and conservatives need to talk with each other. AND will continue to try to 
get R and D health professionals together in a variety of ways. We are planning our 2022 
electoral strategy which will be up on our website in the next 2-3 weeks. In the meantime, input 
welcome! 

Norbert Goldfield, M.D.
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